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River plan promoted at Brooks, Genesee
By Rick Armon Democrat and Chronicle

(August 12, 2002) — To jump-start the redevelopment of the Brooks Avenue and
Genesee Street intersection, city officials may designate the site as an urban renewal
district and create a public promenade and boat landing along the Genesee River nearby.

"Development occurs when the city is taking a strong position and moving forward,"
Councilman Wade Norwood said.

The Brooks Landing project -- which has been talked about for more than 16 years --
would put a 100-room hotel, shops and restaurants in the area across the river from the
University of Rochester. It also would include the public promenade.

"We see it as an imperative part of the economic development of the area,” John Borek,
president of the 19th Ward Community Association, said about the overall project.

Brooks Landing is a significant project because that area has been so underdeveloped and
belies the economic capability of the neighborhood, he said.

City Council is considering two pieces of legislation related to Brooks Landing -- the
urban renewal district designation and hiring Bergmann Associates for $150,000 to
design the promenade and boat landing. Council's Housing and Community Development
Committee is expected to discuss the legislation at its meeting at 6 p.m. Thursday at City
Hall.

Under state law, municipalities can create urban renewal districts in blighted areas and
then acquire land for economic development projects. The land acquired by the city can
be sold to a company for less than the market price.

The Brooks Landing district would be comprised of nine acres near the intersection of
Brooks and Genesee, and along South Plymouth Avenue and the Genesee River. That
property now includes a mix of deteriorating commercial buildings, residences, parking
lots and parkland.

“The urban renewal designation shows that we're taking a stronger posture,” Norwood
said. "Instead of trying to encourage development, we're taking a role of ensuring
development."

If the designation is approved, a formal plan would be developed, according to legislation
submitted by Mayor William A. Johnson Jr. Fashun Ku, the city's commissioner of
economic development, said the city would like to begin constructing and complete the
promenade and boat landing next year. The cost is estimated at $1 million.

E-mail address: rarmon@DemocratandChronicle.com
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$17.2 million riverside development on horizon
Lara Becker Liu Staff Writer, Democrat & Chronicle

(November 16, 2003) — In a corner of Fashun Ku’s office sits a pile of faux gold-plated
shovels that the city’s economic development commissioner is just itching to use — not
for just any ground-breaking, but one that has been in the works for about 20 years.

If all goes as planned, Ku could get his chance any week now: Construction of the long-
awaited Brooks Landing project is said to be starting soon.

Located at the southeast corner of Brooks Avenue and Genesee Street on the Genesee
River, the project’s key elements include an 80-room, extended-stay hotel; a 4,900-
square-foot restaurant; a public boardwalk and boat docking facilities; and about 20,000
to 25,000 square feet of commercial and office space.

A separate construction phase, at the northwest corner of the Brooks-Genesee
intersection, will include the renovation of a vacant drugstore into a coffee shop; the
razing of the building next door to make room for a parking lot and outdoor seating area;
and the development of up to 5,000 square feet of office and retail space on a pair of
vacant lots farther down on Genesee.

The project, estimated to cost $17.2 million, will be paid for with a combination of
private and public funds — the latter including $3.2 million in city bonds, a $1.5 million
investment from the Rochester Economic Development Corp. and a $500,000 federal
grant. Construction 1s expected to be completed in three phases over the next year and a

half.

Stakeholders are anxiously awaiting the project because it is seen as crucial for the
revitalization of a part of southwest Rochester that includes the 19th Ward, a once-
thriving neighborhood now in decline, and central also in the city’s plans to develop one
of its major waterways.

Residents, business owners, the city and the University of Rochester community across
the river expect Brooks Landing to become a retail destination, a link to UR and an
impetus for change in the city’s southwest section.

“This will have spillover effect,” Ku said. “This won’t just affect here. This will affect
Brooks Avenue and north on Genesee Street. There’s tremendous potential there.”

Until now, though, mere potential hasn’t been enough to bring Brooks Landing to
fruition. Lack of interest from developers and commercial tenants has stalled the project

again and again.

Even today, Brooks Landing seems to be at the mercy of outside forces. The latest pitfall
stems from a complication over a 1.4-acre parcel of land on which the parking lot of the
hotel, and portions of the restaurant and hotel itself, would sit.




The parcel is technically considered part of Genesee Valley Park — though it is not
physically connected to the park, boasts no park amenities and includes four lanes of
South Plymouth Avenue where it curves along the river past Brooks Avenue. Before
construction can begin, the city has to go through a federal park alienation process.

It has already received permission from the state [egislature and the governor to make
the park land into part of the development, but the federal government in these cases
designates the state Department of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation to make a
recommendation. And officials there have been slow to sign off on the deal, despite an
offer from the city to add 19.5 acres to Turning Point Park in exchange for the 1.4 acres.
A spokeswoman for the department did not comment for this story.

“That’s the challenge — that one little piece. That”s the only stumbling block,” said Dana
Miller, chairman of the Sector 4 Community Development Corp., which will be involved
in developing the coffee shop on Genesee. “Or I should say, that’s the next stumbling
block. When I cut a ribbon on it, then I can say there’s no more stumbling blocks.”

Since state officials paid a visit to the site in October, Ku, for one, has grown optimistic
that approval is forthcoming. A ground-breaking could follow within weeks, he said,
possibly before the year is out.

Others are a bit more cautious.

“There have been so many false starts,” said Miller, who has been involved in Brooks
Landing since its genesis two decades ago. The neighbors, he said, “will believe it when

they see it.”
History of long wait

Rochester has been waiting for Brooks Landing — or something like it — since 1983,
when the city’s South River Corridor Plan was conceived.

The plan called for $110 million worth of development, including 500 to 600 housing
units, retail businesses on Genesee Street and the closing of Wilson Boulevard. With the
exception of a 14-unit housing development on the river’s west bank, though, most of the
private investment never materialized.

In fact, Miller, past president of the 19th Ward Cormmunity Association and a member of
the committee that reviewed the river corridor plan, contends that news of the project
actually spurred the demise of the area.

“When word got out that the project was coming, people sat back and said, ‘Great, this
project will come, and someone will come and buy my property.” And they just stopped
investing in their properties,” he said.




Meanwhile, a $2.8 million pedestrian bridge built in 1991 to connect the university
campus on the east side of the Genesee River to South Plymouth Avenue on the west side
wasn’t doing much to draw students to the 19th Ward.

Without the promised economic development, there simply wasn’t enough to attract
them. “It was a bridge to nowhere,” Miller said.

In 1995, city officials attempted to revive the development by sending out a request for
proposals. They got only one, from Christa Construction Inc., which announced plans in
1996 to build two retail complexes on the east side of Genesee Street near Brooks
Avenue. The $3.7 million project was to include six or eight stores on the ground floor
and 24 apartments for students on the second floor.

It never happened.

The banks that would have financed the deal wanted Christa to lease between 50 percent
and 75 percent of the 16,000 square feet of retail space before they would provide
financing, and the developer could not sign up enough tenants.

After Christa withdrew, another developer, the Pittsford-based Cabot Group, stepped in.
But Cabot’s plans, which apparently involved attracting a major chain restaurant to the
site, also fell through.

Finally, with so many years gone by, and so many disappointments racked up, city
officials and 19th Ward residents decided to re-examine the project to figure out why it
hadn’t taken off.

“A few of us got together and we said, ‘You’ve got a great neighborhood on one side,
with solid citizens, and another great neighborhood on the other side of the river. Why is
it that this project isn’t going anywhere?’” Miller said. “And the conclusion we reached
was that it really wasn’t a riverfront development. It was a Genesee Street development.
And in order to make it work, you really had to bring it all together. You (had) to open up
the land between the river and Genesee Street.”

Finding new appeal

That brainstorm, hatched about four years ago, inspired the Brooks Landing project, as it
is known today.

According to Ku, city officials and 19th Ward residents jointly came up with a new plan
that called for expanding the development and making it contiguous with the river —
much as Schoen Place of Pittsford sits flush against the canal, “with no street separating
it,” said Ku.

Suddenly, the ill-fated Brooks Landing had new appeal as a riverfront development
featuring a hotel, restaurant, and office-and-retail complex.




Adding strength to the project was an agreement by the University of Rochester, which
had earlier committed to providing some kind of financial assistance for Brooks Landing,
to instead become an anchor tenant in the office complex.

“That seemed as important as anything else the university could contribute,” said UR
spokesman Robert Kraus.

Indeed, the university’s commitment gave Flaum Management Co. Inc., which had been
courted by city officials to help bring the project together, the boost it needed to attract
additional tenants.

“We leveraged a bunch of our relationships and were able to pull a hotel server in, a
restaurant operator in, and the University of Rochester for the office component,” said
Michael Palumbo, chief operating officer for Flaumm Management.

At roughly the same time, the city established a relationship with a Minneapolis-based
hotel developer, who learned of the project indirectly from the 19th Ward Association’s
vice president: During a trip to Minneapolis, she happened to mention Brooks Landing to
an architect connected to the developer, Ron Christenson of Christenson Corp.

Christenson, after viewing a videotape of the area and flying out for a visit, eventually
took on the hotel and restaurant pieces of the Brooks Landing project.

Though Christenson had not previously done work in Rochester, Ku said the developer
was brought on board on the strength of his projects in Minneapolis — which includes |
million square feet of commercial development — and his ability to secure financing:
$1.65 million in private investment; a $4.8 million bank loan and $1.5 million from the
Rochester Economic Development Corp. REDCO’s investment, said Ku, represented
“the turning point” for the project because it significantly lessened the developer’s burden
in securing equity in the distressed, post-Sept. 11 capital market.

Christenson also has landed a hotel operator, Intercontinental Hotels Group, which will
put a Staybridge Suites by Holiday Inn at the site. The developer is currently trying to
find a restaurant operator, who would invest $1.25 million in the project. Officials,
including Ku, have been reluctant to reveal the contenders.

Public gets involved

While the city labored at selling the project to developers and tenants, some 19th Ward
residents worked to sell the project to the community at large.

The Sector 4 CDC organized a “design charrette,” the architectural term for a
brainstorming session, for about 160 people, who gathered in the basement of the
Genesee Baptist Church in March 2000. Afterward, the city commissioned Bergmann
Associates to produce a detailed plan based on the charrette suggestions, “and we took




that model everywhere,” Miller said, “to try to answer questions.”

Most of the questions concerned plans to build part of Brooks Landing on a portion of
South Plymouth Avenue, thereby cutting it off from through traffic (although,
technically, the hotel parking lot will remain a public-access throughway, with an
entrance on Genesee Street and another on Brooks Avenue).

While traffic concerns have persisted somewhat, Sector 4 CDC officials said the project
has mostly been met with enthusiastic support.

“It’s a true community project,” said Sector 4 CDC director John Borek.

“This wasn’t something that was imposed on the community by a nameless, faceless
planner. This was our design. It’s a window (onto the neighborhood). We want to be
proud. And if you look at that corner, there’s nothing to be proud of.”

Eyesores still rampant

Despite the efforts of a few business owners to remodel their storefront facades — using
matching grant money from the city — the Brooks-Genesee intersection looks like a
bombed-out nexus of abandoned buildings and vacant lots. From that vantage point,
Borek said, “you’d never know that a middle-class community lies behind it.”

The storefront at the northwest corner, formerly a Carr Drugs, has been empty at least 10
years, according to Ku. Yellowing newspapers have been wadded into its windows to
obscure the view inside. Across the street, a run-down apartment building is slowly being
emptied of tenants who have been relocated in anticipation of Brooks Landing. (The

building will be torn down.)

One of the tenants, 50-year-old Willie Jones, said last week — as he tied a mattress to the
hood of his car — that he would come back to visit Brooks Landing “if I live to see it.”

Dave Etzel, owner of Jim Dalberth Sporting Goods at 926 Genesee St. and the president
of the Genesee Corridor Business Association, said the project “will be good for

business.”

“I think there’s a built-up need for it,” said Etzel, who will have to relocate his business
of 47 years to make way for Brooks Landing.

“I think the neighborhood has been hoping it would get started, and the business people
have been anticipating this for so long. In this part of the block, most of the businesses

have closed up anticipating this to happen.”

But with the project seemingly so close at hand, hope along Brooks and Genesee is
lifting. Public safety in the area has improved, said Borek, as storefronts have been fixed
up, unsightly buildings torn down and new housing developments built north on Genesee




Street.

“It’s definitely not one of my problem areas,” said Lorri Strem, acting captain of the
Rochester Police Department’s Genesee Section.

The Sector 4 CDC is busy planning its coffee shop, which will be located in the former
Carr drugstore. The group hopes to attract those coveted UR students and faculty —
about 2,300 of whom live in the neighborhood, according to Borek.

The CDC also is selling “bricks for Brooks Landing,” for $100 each, to raise money for
its efforts. The engraved bricks likely will be made into a wall to be placed inside the
coffee shop, though group members haven’t formally decided that yet.

And the city continues to hand out matching grants of up to $25,000 for facade
improvements. D&L Groceries Inc. and the Millennium Mini Mart are among those
businesses that have taken advantage of the offer, through which the city pays 90 percent

of renovation costs.

All that’s left to do, it seems, is wait. “We’ve been following this from week to week and
month to month,” said UR’s Kraus. “A lot more is possible for that area after the Brooks
Landing project actually starts. We're very eager to see ground broken.”

LBECKER @DemocratandChronicle.com
Copyright 2003 Rochester Democrat and Chronicle.




Summary of Sector 4 Common Council and 19" Ward Meetings regarding
Brooks Landing

1. Date: 4PM on March 7, 2001
Location: Sector 4 CDC office
89 Genesee Street (former St Mary's Hospital)

AGENDA

e Project partners
Parkland alienation
Feasibility

Issues

.

2. Date: 4PM on April 11, 2001
Location: Sector 4 CDC office

AGENDA
e University of Rochester role
¢ Parkland alienation process
¢ Development program

3. Date: 4PM on May 10, 2001
Location: Sector 4 CDC office

AGENDA
e Developer role
e Parkland alienation process
e Development program

4. Date: 4PM on June 7, 2001
Location: Sector 4 CDC office

AGENDA
¢ Project site
¢ Parkland alienation process
¢ Development program




Date: 4PM on July 12, 2001
Location: Sector 4 CDC office

AGENDA
¢ Funding
e Project site
e Parkland alienation process

Date: 4PM on August 16, 2001
Location: Sector 4 CDC office

AGENDA
e Public waterfront
e Development program
e Parkland alienation process

Date: 4PM on September 13, 2001
Location: Sector 4 CDC office

AGENDA
e Public waterfront
e Development program
o Parkland alienation process

Date: 4PM on October 10, 2001
Location: Sector 4 CDC office

AGENDA
¢ Public waterfront
e Development program
e Parkland alienation process
e land assembly
e Timeline / schedule

Date: 4PM on November 15, 2001
Location: Sector 4 CDC office

AGENDA
e Public waterfront
e Development program
¢ Parkland alienation process
e Land assembly
e Timeline / schedule
e Developer role




10.

11.

12.

13.

Date: 4PM on December 13, 2001
Location: Sector 4 CDC office

AGENDA

Public waterfront
Development program
Parkland alienation process
Land assembly

e Timeline / schedule

e Developer role

Date: 4PM on January 24, 2002
Location: Sector 4 CDC office

AGENDA
e Public waterfront
Development program
Parkland alienation process
Land assembly
Developer role

Date: 4PM on March 7, 2002
Location: Sector 4 CDC office

AGENDA
e Public waterfront
e Development program
e Parkland alienation process
e Land assembly
e Developer role

Date: 4PM on April 25, 2002
Location: Sector 4 CDC office

AGENDA
¢ Public waterfront
Development program
e Parkland alienation process
e Land assembly
e Developer role




14.

15.

16.

17.

Date: 4PM on May 9, 2002
Location: City Hall Room 008A

AGENDA

Public waterfront
Development program
Parkland alienation process
Land assembly

Developer role

Date: 4PM on June 20, 2002
Location: City Hall Room 008A

AGENDA

Public waterfront
Development program
Parkland alienation process
Land Assembly

Date: 4PM on August 29, 2002
Location: City Hall Room 008A

AGENDA

Urban Renewal District
Parkland alienation process
Public waterfront
Development program

Date: 4PM on October 24, 2002
Location: City Hall Room 008A

AGENDA

Urban Renewal District
Parkland alienation process
Public waterfront
Development program




18.

19.

20.

21.

Date: 3PM on December 20, 2002
Location: City Hall Room 008A

AGENDA
e Urban Renewal District
e Parkland alienation process
e Public waterfront
e Development program
¢ Funding

Date: 4PM on January 30, 2003
Location: City Hall Room 008A

AGENDA

Urban Renewal District
Parkland alienation process
Public waterfront
Development program
Funding

Date: 4PM on May 1, 2003
Location: City Hall Room 008A

AGENDA

Urban Renewal District
Parkland alienation process
Public waterfront
Development program
Funding

e & o

Date: 4PM on July 25, 2003
Location: City Hall Room 008A

AGENDA
¢ Parkland alienation process
¢ Public waterfront
¢ Development program
¢ Public improvements




Summary of Public Meetings

1. Genesee Street Visioning Workshop
This public meeting was held on Saturday, March 31, 2001 at 8:00 amn, at
St. Monica’s Church located at 841 Genesee Street. The agenda included
discussions of the following topics:

e A vision for the neighborhood
Issues

Opportunities
Brooks/Genesee Initiative
Genesee Street corridor

The workshop was attended by over 75 citizens. After a general
presentation of the topics, citizens were distributed into multiple break-out
groups to address specific issues, opportunities and a vision associated
with the revitalization of the neighborhood. Results of the break-out
discussions were then presented to the whole group.

2. Brooks Landing Public Meeting I
This public meeting was held on Thursday, January 17, 2002 at 7:00 pm,
at the Genesee Baptist Church located at 149 Brooks Avenue.
Approximately 60 citizens attended. The agenda included discussions of
the following topics:

Brooks Landing project concept proposal

Parkland discontinuance within Genesee Valley Park

Street modification/improvements and associated traffic changes
Potential impacts and mitigation of project

This meeting was the first of two community-wide meetings that
addressed specific proposed components. Public concerns included
existing traffic flow issues, how the project proposal would hurt or help
existing traffic issues, pedestrian safety and access to the waterfront,
impacts to mature trees, and private sector financial commitments to the

project.

3. Brooks Landing Urban Renewal Informational Meeting I
This meeting was held on November 4, 2002 at 7:00 pm, at the James
Madison School of Excellence - Auditorium located at 200 Genesee St.
The meeting was attended by approximately 15 property owners and
tenants within the Brooks Landing project area. The agenda included
discussions of the following topics:

¢ Brooks Landing Revitalization Project background & overview




¢ The Urban Renewal planning process
e Proposed land assembly for project Sub-Areas I, I & 111

General questions about the project and the urban renewal process were
addressed. Business owners were advised that the City would work with
them to stay in the neighborhood.

. Brooks Landing Public Meeting I1

This community-wide meeting was held on Thursday, February 6, 2003 |
at 6:00 pm, at St. Monica’s Church located at 841 Genesee Street.
Approximately 110 citizens attended. The agenda included discussions of

the following topics:

¢ Brooks Landing project concept proposal

Parkland discontinuance within Genesee Valley Park

Street modification/improvements and associated traffic changes
Potential impacts and mitigation of project

Upcoming regulatory processes associated with the project

This was the second community-wide meeting intended to address specific
proposed project components and to get additional public input as part of
the environmental assessment under SEQR. Questions raised by the
public were similar to those in the first meeting held on January 17, 2002.
Additional questions were related to the duration of construction for the
project, the University of Rochester’s role and projected job creation
associated with the project.

. Brooks Landing Revitalization Project - Presentation to the
Landmark Society of Western New York

This presentation was held on Wednesday, February 19, 2003 at noon at
the Landmark Society’s office located at 133 South Fitzhugh Street. The
presentation was requested by the Landmark Society and gave the Board
of Trustees an opportunity to review and comment on the project proposal.
Subsequently, a letter from the Landmark Society of Western New York
dated February 24, 2003 was sent to the City. The letter stated the
Landmark Society of Western New York’s support for the project.

. Brooks Landing Revitalization Project - Meeting with the Executive
Director of the Friends of the Genesee Valley Greenway

This meeting was held on Thursday, March 27, 2003 at City Hall Room
O10A located at 30 Church Street. The meeting included a presentation of
the Brooks Landing Revitalization Project at the request of Frances
Gotcesik - Executive Director of the Friends of the Genesee Valley
Greenway. After the presentation, the meeting included discussions of
potential impacts and mitigation measures associated with the Genesee




Valley Canal. Frances Gotcsik recognized that the former canal at this
location had been significantly disturbed as a result of the installation of
Monroe County Pure Waters 60" forcemain sewer and an adjacent gravity
sewer running the entire length of the proposed project site within the
canal bed. Ms. Gotcsik expressed a preference to sustain public
ownership of the canal corridor and to lease it for a parking lot to the
developer as part of the proposed project.

. Brooks Landing Urban Renewal Informational Meeting II

This meeting was held on April 2, 2003 at 7:00 pm, at the James Madison
School of Excellence - Auditorium located at 200 Genesee St. The
meeting was attended by approximately 10 property owners and tenants
within the Brooks Landing project area. The agenda included discussions
of the following topics:

e Brooks Landing Revitalization Project update
e The Urban Renewal plannin g process update
e Process steps and regulatory procedures for land assembly

Property owners and tenants asked questions about property acquisition
time lines and relocation procedures.




Public Hearings and Reviews

In addition to informational meetings and workshops offered to the community, regular
meetings with neighborhood leaders and meetings with public agencies, multiple public

hearings and review meetings were held in compliance with various City regulatory

processes. Public hearings were given the appropriate public notice in local newspapers

as required for each item.

1.

City Planning Commission Public Hearing
Date: February 24, 2003
Location: City Hall Council Chambers

AGENDA

Urban Renewal Plan

Changing Zoning Classification
Zoning Text Amendments

Rochester Environmental Commission
Date: February 24, 2003
Location: City Hall Room 124B

AGENDA
Review meeting for environmental assessment under SEQR

Site Plan Project Review Committee
Date: March 4, 2003
Location: City Hall Room 008A

AGENDA
Review of Sub-Area I site plan

City Council Public Hearing

Date: April 8, 2003
Location: City Hall Council Chambers
AGENDA

e © o o

Acquisition by negotiation or condemnation (Eminent Domain
Procedure Law)

Urban Renewal Plan

Changing Zoning Classification

Zoning Text Amendment

Changes in pavement widths




NI of Western New York

February 24, 2003

Ms. Patsy Robertson

Rochester Environmental Commission
c/o Art Ientilucci, Director of Zoning
30 Church Street, Room 122-B

City Hall

Rochester, NY 14614

Dear Ms. Robertson,

This letter is to inform the Environmental Commission that the Landmark Society has
reviewed the development proposed for Brooks Landing, with our Preservation Issues
Committee given a thorough presentation on the project by Rick Rynski and Larry Stid.

The conclusion of the Landmark Society is that the project will not have'any adverse
impact on the historic portions of Genesee Valley Park, and that elements of the projects
such as the rehabilitation of buildings along Genesee Street could have a positive benefit

for our city’s historic resources.

Consequently, the Landmark Society does not envision any historic preservation
concerns as this project moves forward. It is our understanding that decisions are still
being made about the site plan for parking for the hotel/restaurant and for the future of
traffic along Plymouth Avenue and Genesee Street.

As the proposed hotel, docking facility, nver walk and rehabilitation along Genesee

Street will produce positive benefits for the surrounding neighborhood and for the entire
city; the city and private entities involved in this project have our best wishes and

support.

Sincerely,

" Exkcutive Director

cc: Fashun Ku

133 SOUTH FITZHUGH STREET / ROCHESTER, NEW YORK 14608-2204 / 585-546-7029 / FAX 585-346-4788

www.landmarksociety.org mail@landmarksociety.org




November 13, 2003

Mr. Fashun Ku

" Director of Economic Development
City of Rochester
30 Church Street, Room 5A
Rochester, NY 14614

Dear Fashun,

As you have requested, I am writing to review the Landmark Society’s position on the city’s
Brooks Landing project.

In February 2003 the Landmark Society’s Preservation Issues Committee reviewed the Brooks
Landing project and decided that the project would not have any significant impact on historic
resources. At this committee meeting were an architectural historian, a landscape architect,
several persons who have a particular concern with Rochester’s horticultural heritage, and others
mnterested in Rochester’s historic resources. Thereafter, because of SHPO concern about the
project, several committee members and I have attended meetings on the project and reviewed

our position.

Our conclusion remains the same; the project will not have an adverse impact on the significant
historic portions of Genesee Valley Park.

With this letter, I also wish to comment on how our conclusions can appear to be so
diametrically different to the views expressed in the letter from SHPO on August 14th.
Foremost, I believe our two views are shaped by having vastly different roles and perspectives.
SHPO has a regulatory responsibility, which demands various levels of reviews and permissions
for certain actions. SHPO is mandated to respond to projects that fall under its purview and must
take into account state and federal regulations. Parts of SHPO’s statement, such as trying to
avoid the federal conversion process altogether, reflects the reality that this is a burdensome
process. Further, SHPO also states that this issue could have been addressed in a more deliberate
manner through earlier consultation. We know that SHPO i1s inundated with project reviews and
our hope is that in the future the city will consult with SHPO in a timelier manner.

The Landmark Society has no expertise with state or federal regulations or processes, though in
many cases we find that these processes are important protections for our historic resources.

Unlike SHPO, we are not obligated to be involved in any specific situation but as a local
preservation organization, we cannot limit ourselves just to what comes before us in certain

133 SOUTH FITZHUGH STREET / ROCHESTER, NEW YORK 14608-2204 / 585-546-7029 / FAX 585-546-4788
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Mr. Fashun Ku
November 13, 2003
Page Two

circumstances. Our mission is to work to preserve and revitalize the historic resources of our
region, whether or not they are being impacted by a specific project or have specific funding
sources. In the Rochester region, we have a wealth of historic resources, some of which are
mmpacted by state and federal actions. However, the vast majority of projects impacting historic
resources occur through local action. Further, we must be concerned with deterioration, neglect,
misguided maintenance, and other actions that threaten our region’s resources. With this
mandate, we find that, in most circumstances, it is best to work cooperatively with the owners of
historic properties, be they individuals, businesses or public agencies, as their stewardship will
determine the long-term future of these properties. For us to antagonize an owner or to oppose a
private or a community project, we feel there must be a concrete threat to an historic resource.

Naturally, we also desire to work cooperatively with SHPO, given the valuable role they play in
protecting our cultural resources and the support they often provide us on numerous issues.

Many Rochesterians value our Olmsted legacy, which SHPO references in their letter. In fact,
we have had some terrible losses of that heritage. ButI'd note that both the City of Rochester
and Landmark Society have taken significant actions to save that heritage and, in separate
actions, are undertaking legal actions to prevent to inappropriate expansion of the county-
operated Seneca Park Zoo. Both of us have lawsuits that are under appeal.

I’d also note that for the Seneca Park Zoo expansion, only local funds are envisioned,
undoubtedly to avoid SHPO review. In this situation, the Landmark Society, and, I presume the
city also, would heartily welcome a SHPO role.

For the Landmark Society, our Seneca Park effort has required the allocation of significant
monies, a huge commitment of staff time and a campaign to generate public support. Doing so
shows we are willing to fight for our Olmsted heritage, in situations where we feel that this

heritage is endangered.

But we do not consider the extreme edge of the Plymouth Avenue addition to Genesee Valley
Park, not designed by Frederick Law Olmsted and perhaps not designed by anybody, to be an
historic resource of any consequence. We understand SHPO’s rationale stating that additions
can become significant in their own right. However, Genesee Valley Park is a large park, it is
divided by the river and the heart of the surviving Olmsted-designed area is on the river’s east
side. Another break is on the west side of Genesee Valley Park where Plymouth Avenue begins
north of the four-lane Elmwood Avenue. There is inadequate pedestrian or visual connection
with the original portions of the park. In my 20 years in Rochester, I never knew that this
heavily traveled small stretch of Plymouth Avenue was officially a park road. At the edge of this
Plymouth Avenue addition to the park, the Brooks Landing site will take less than 2 acres of
Genesee Valley Park’s 800 acres. From the Landmark Society’s perspective, this amount of Jand
on the end of this rather umimportant addition to the park is not significant.
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If the Landmark Society had more resources than we have at present, we could do much more to
work to preserve and revitalize Genesee Valley Park. Foremost, we would study the park in
greater detail to identify the most intact elements of the Olmsted design, such as the Red Creek
area. We’d try to form an Olmsted Friends group (which we did attempt to organize several
years ago) and we’d hold meetings with park planners, the golf course manager, and
maintenance staff to discuss issues impacting the park every day. We’d also try to develop plans
to restore features designed by Olmsted and the Olmsted firm. We’d launch more aggressive
efforts to educate the public about our Olmsted heritage. But even if we could develop and
address a long and detailed list of the needs of the park, I'm quite sure that ‘preservation’ of this
small amount of land for Brooks Landing would not be included. Indeed, for the Landmark
Society, fighting for this one small piece of land would not be in the best interest of Genesee
Valley Park or the historic preservation movement in our community.

The Landmark Society understands that the preservation movement evolves, but we are
unfamiliar with the use of a view-shed issue within an urban context. The University of
Rochester is in the fortunate position of having at least a mile of riverfront property, all within
the city limits. Given the length of this riverfront, the mixed development on the west side of the
river, and the relatively insignificant visual impact of this project on just a few acres of the land
across from the university, we cannot understand the argument for an adverse impact on the

Umniversity of Rochester as an historic resource.

I hope this letter explains the Landmark Society’s position on the Brooks Avenue project. As
residents of Rochester, we recognize that this is an important economic development endeavor
for our city and the 19™ Ward neighborhood. As preservationists, we do not see any impact on
the historic resources it is our mission to protect. And as advocates for the historic preservation
movement in this region, we are concerned that our movement may be tarred as obstructionists,

should this project fail.

Our hope 1is that SHPO and the City of Rochester will now work together productively to resolve
this situation to the satisfaction of all.

Executive Direstor

cc: Richard Lord; Office of Parks, Recreation, and Historic Preservation




City of Rochester Planning Commission — Hearing on Brooks Landing

Remarks on Behalf of the University of Rochester
Robert Kraus, Associate Vice President for University Public Relations

February 24, 2003

We at the University of Rochester have watched, with great and continuing
interest, the development of plans for the Brooks Landing progect‘ The project can indeed
be a significant change agent for the economic base of the 19" Ward. We have
participated in discussions about the project over a long period of time, because it’s
important to the 19" Ward, Sector IV, and City of Rochester. We are glad to see it

moving toward fruition.

The University has a continuing commitment to being the anchor tenant of the
retail/office building. Further, the developer of the hotel has been in touch with various
offices of the University to get a sense of the ongoing demand for rooms from University
visitors. The project is not being done for the University, but the visitors that the
University attracts are important to the project’s viability. Our faculty, staff, and student
population should also help to sustain the restaurant business. As important, we hope and
expect that our faculty, staff, and student will be a market for the other shops and
businesses expected to flourish in the hotel’s environs.

Above all, our role has been to be supportive of a community-based project that
would work to revitalize the 19" Ward. As you know, the Riverside Park on the
University’s side of the river was recently enhanced and we hope that this will be
mirrored by these important proposed riverfront improvements on the west bank of the

Genesee.

Thank you.
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From: FrancesSG@aol.com
Sent:  Monday, March 31, 2003 9:39 AM
To: STIDL @cityofrochester.gov

Cc: hmecartney @ landmarksociety.org; tgrasso1@rochester.rr.com; CROWNS2 @ aol.com:;
kipp60@ netzero.net

Subject: Thank you

Larry,

Thank you for taking time to meet with me and Henry on Thursday and for inviting Rick Rynski to attend to
discuss the Brooks Avenue hotel project and its impact on the National Register eligible Genesee Valley
Canal/Pennsylvania Railroad, Rochester Branch and Genesee Valley Park. | now have a better perspective on
the proposed project. As | said at the meeting, | do hope that the City of Rochester will retain public ownership of
this historic corridor and maintain the linear perspective of the canal and railroad corridor through the project.
Given the fact of the two existing sewer lines within the corridor, it would seem most feasible for the corridor to be
used for this hotel project through an easement, rather than full fee title transfer of the property, thus retaining the
integrity of the corridor for future generations. | hope also that any digging that is done will be conducted in a way
that will not disturb what remains of the canal and that all involved will be alert to recovery of any archeological
material. | am pleased that you will be interpreting the rich history of the area and hope that you will consult with
the many knowledgeable canal historians that reside in Rochester. | look forward to hearing more about this
project. Thank you again.

Fran Gotesik

12/9/2003
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Businesses Working Together for Genesee Street

89 Genesee Street
Rochester, NY 14611
April 8, 2003

Dear City Council:
Re: Support for Brooks Landing Project
Our reasons for requesting City Council’s strong support:

1. Unprecedented amount of Public Input using the NBN Process
¢ Design Charettes in 1998 and 2000
o Visioning Workshops in 2001 and 2002
e Public Information Meetings 2002 and 2003

2. Economic Development Driver for Southwest Rochester
e Hotel & Restaurant bring 225 jobs for SW residents
e University of Rochester office tenants bring businesses traffic
e Increased customer traffic supports needed local businesses
— Coffee Shop, Bakery, Ice Cream, etc., etc.
o Existing businesses benefit from 90% Exterior Improvement grants
¢ New needed businesses are attracted — e.g., Family Dollar
o City-owned abandoned properties converted to new uses
— ULREDC residential development, Mixed use, Parking

3. Enhanced Use of Public Parkland for residents & visitors
e Public waterfront promenade
e Easier resident access to Genesee Valley Park
e Little League field area safer, more enjoyable

Sincerely,

John DeMott




Brooks Landing Revitalization Project

Public Informational Meeting
February 6, 2003, 6:00pm

Summary of Public Comments/Questions

C/Q=Comment/Question
R=Response

c/Q:

A resident wanted to know the total acreage and specific location of parkland to be used for
the project.

R:
The City replied that approximately 1.5 acres of parkland and 1.5 acres of City owned open
space is proposed to be used for the development project, and pointed to a map to show

the locations of each.

gQ:

A resident asked if the baseball fields would be removed, modified or improved for the
project.

R:
The City replied that the project was approximately 800’ north of the baseball fields, that
they would not be removed or modified as a result of the project and that they were recently

improved in the last two years.

c/Q:

Residents asked to what extent mature trees would be removed for the project.

R:
The City and Costich Engineers discussed issues of removing trees and pointed to a map to
show the locations where existing mature trees were proposed to be removed.

c/Q:
Residents asked if/how the character of the neighborhood would be changed with the

project.

R:

The City replied that the project would positively impact the neighborhood through
enhanced pedestrian access, improved building conditions and uses, a new public park
waterfront promenade and boat landing and increased vitality of the neighborhood




commercial center. FRA Engineers stated that vehicular traffic along Genesee St. would
increase, however, that proposed improvements at nearby intersections would not only
accommodate the new flow, but would also mitigate existing delays and provide safer
pedestrian crossings.

cQ:

A resident asked if the parkland to be utilized was a forever wild area and what impacts the
drainage would have on the river.

R:

Bergmann Associates replied that project location is not a forever wild area. Costich
Engineers replied that run-off from S. Plymouth Avenue currently drains directly into the
river and that the proposed drainage system for the project would include storm water
treatment.

cQ:

A resident asked if the pedestrian bridge spanning the river would remain with the
completion of the project.

R:

The City replied that the bridge is an integrated element of the proposed waterfront
promenade, Genesee Riverway Trail and hotel and restaurant development. Sector 4
Neighborhood replied that the bridge was originally intended to link the neighborhood and
the university, that this relationship is important to the neighborhood and that finally, a
viable project is being proposed that would enable the bridge to fulfill its intended purpose.

c/Q:

A business owner asked if the same developer is still involved in the project and if there is a
proposed completion date.

R:

The City replied that various developers were involved in the history of iterations proposed
for the project. The City also stated that Flaum Management is interested in the
development of Sub-Area Il of the project and that Christenson Corporation is the
hotel/restaurant developer who would like to be completed by spring 2004 for the U of R

graduation.

Cc/Q:

A resident asked if there would be an increase in bus traffic.

R:
The City replied that they were not sure if the project would result in an increase in ridership
or bus traffic but that it very well may with the new businesses opening.




cQ:

A business owner asked what the plans are for the Sub-Area Il

R:
The City replied that Sub-Area Ill would consist of building renovations and an infill
development site at two City owned vacant lots and pointed to a map to show the locations.

c/Q:
A resident asked how much money was going into the new public waterfront and if the
promenade would link into the existing trail system.

R:
The City replied that it anticipates spending $1.1 million for the proposed public promenade
and that is an integral part of the City’s Genesee Riverway Trail which connects to other

regional trail systems.

c/Q:

A resident asked what type of hotel was being proposed and if the hotel would serve as
housing for the U of R students.

R:

The City replied that the proposed hotel is a 104 room extended stay hotel, which consists
of suites that have kitchenettes, allowing guests to stay for longer periods of time. The hotel
would accommodate family of U of R students and local residents, medical researchers and
visitors touring the Erie Canal. The City also stated that the hotel would not serve as student

housing.

c/Q:

A resident asked how the proposed 2 story commercial/retail building in Sub-Area Il would
be oriented.

R:

The City replied that the building would front with 0" setbacks on the intersection of
Genesee St. and the re-aligned S. Plymouth Avenue. Parking would be located behind the
building and would have vehicular access from both frontages.

C/Q:
A resident asked if the U of R purchased the property for Brooks Landing.

R:
The City replied that the U of R did not purchase the land for the project nor does the
project proposal include a purchase by the U or R.




c/Q:

A resident asked how the neighborhood would benefit from the project.

R:

The City replied that in addition to physical enhancements already discussed, new jobs and
commercial goods and services would come to the neighborhood as a result of the project.
Sector 4 Neighborhood stated that the neighbors have waited a long time for a viable project

to come to this area.

cQ:

A resident asked how the project would impact existing utilities in the area.

R:
Costich Engineers replied that all utilities are being reviewed by the appropriate utility
agencies to ensure sufficient neighborhood service with the proposed development.

cQ:

A resident expressed a preference to have locally owned businesses come to the area instead
of chain businesses. They expressed concern regarding the desirability of a proposed
“Family Dollar” retail store for a development site to the north of this project.

R:

The City replied that locally owned businesses are preferred, but that it is very difficult to get
certain desirable locally owned businesses to invest in a markets needing extensive
revitalization until a viable anchor is identified. The City also stated that the positive effects
of the Brooks Landing project would support the market for more desirable businesses to the

north along Genesee St.

c/Q:
A resident asked why the hotel/restaurant site was laid out with parking between the hotel
and Genesee St. instead of parking on the river side, and asked which side the hotel fronted.

R:

The City replied that the proposed site layout was the result of critical design factors
including existing site constraints such as major utilities in the former railroad/canal bed,
preserving viewsheds from Genesee St. to the river, the location of the public waterfront,
and existing topography. Costich Engineers stated that the hotel fronts both the
neighborhood with the main entrance as well as the river with a terrace and access to the

public promenade.




gQ:

A resident living on Grandview Terrace expressed driving difficulty while exiting out onto
Genesee St. due to on-street parking on Genesee St and asked if there was anything that
could be done to improve this.

R:
The City stated that they would look into the sight distance at the intersection and include
improvements as part of the street work if/where possible.

aQ:

A resident asked if the hotel/restaurant parking was for public use.

R:
The City replied that the parking lots are intended for the use of business patrons and
employees. However, they realize that others could decide to utilize the parking lots as well.

aQ:

A resident asked if Genesee St. would be widened between Elmwood Avenue and Brooks
Avenue as part of the project.

R:
The City replied that Genesee St. would not exceed the design vehicle capacity, therefore
widening of the entire street had not been considered.

cQ:

A resident asked if the islands would be taken out at the Scottsville Road intersection.

R:
The City replied that the islands would remain at the intersection.

cQ:
A resident asked if the building containing the existing City’s Neighborhood Empowerment
Team (NET) office would be removed and if so, where the new NET office would be located.

R:
The City replied that the one story building would be removed and that the NET office
would be moved to a new location. The City is currently working to determine the new

location.

¢/Q:




A resident asked what the phrase “public gathering space” means.

R:

The City replied that these are areas where public pedestrian amenities such as landscaping
& benches are located and that there are multiple p ublic gathering areas within the
proposed project and pointed to a map to show their locations.

cQ:

A resident asked if there was an anticipated change in traffic volume north of Brooks Avenue
on Genesee St.

R:
The City replied that that they do not anticipate a significant change in volumes north of
Brooks Avenue.

c/Q:

A resident asked if long term on-street parking could be implemented given the existing one
hour parking.

R:
The City replied that they do not anticipate that existing parking regulations would change.

c/Q:

A resident asked how traffic would be routed during construction.

R:
The City replied that traffic would be detoured during construction and pointed to a map to
show various detours for various stages of construction.

c/Q:

A resident asked if pedestrian access across Genesee St. would be difficult with increased
traffic volume.

R:
The City replied that the pedestrian crossing throughout the area would be greatly improved
and updated with upgrade of crosswalks, signaling changes and countdown timers at

intersections.

c/qQ:

A resident asked if a center island could be added along Genesee St. for pedestrians having
trouble crossing the street.

R:




The City replied that the new countdown timers and signal system would provide ample
time for crossing and that crosswalks would be upgraded for pedestrian access and driver

visibility.

cQ:
A resident asked if the project would increase public safety issues for residents living near the
development and the remaining portion of S. Plymouth Avenue.

R:

The City replied that it would look into increased security measures for the entire project
area. Sector 4 Neighborhood stated that the vitality of the area would increase and
therefore, would reduce the amount of loitering and street crime that now exists.




PAGE 11

9 1059

Ly
Ny

tin

FAX:1 58

FROM: FRA ENGINEERING

NAR-19-2003 WED 10:43 A

Name

F&Q\QR Qam\,mc

SIGN-IN SHEET

BROOKS LANDING DEVELOPMENT PROJECT
February 6, 2003

Address

Phone Number

email address

REEELe  gpme DR

s ﬁ@%mwrl' LR e

;%Q/fa, D)

SOTED VZ/JO Phey

Dorel) Seort

Q\:L M. /V?Swz%

Creey e
RRNERER e
B B

mcm\ﬁc q\\.) CCo
b\tcs\@ Cndaan.

NQK\: Clark
Q\A\wﬁfi\i O

L
R
B

b o o

R,

|

S e

O
\ P



PAGE 172

FAK:1 585 359 1059

FROM:FRA ENGINEERING

MAR-19-2003 WED 10:43 AN

SIGN-IN SHEET

"BROOKS LANDING DEVELOPMENT PROJECT
February 6, 2003

Name Address Phone Number email address
gEiDNE Ll BN Ry
forts Vi wmer .. .

Lt (athnie lf; l

%9 D,?,,Fy Tewan

Lora_Shaw

e —
\&uwp“mg.\xmwwwxw

F. m}u@sﬁ R ST
Hhda Moore w .Il'lw'w

dlu

Wwithhg& Mooes

Srowl Sus e N Ty
NSRRI 0 | S

S




PAGE 13

FAX:1 585 359 1059

MAR-19-2003 WED 10:44 AM FROM:FRA ENGINEERING

Name

b % %\0\, LVAve
sk (G

SIGN-IN SHEET

"BROOKS LANDING DEVELOPMENT PROJECT
February 6, 2003

Address Phone Number

email address

St ol \,mass

NLS:,\ \\5 lach

oS¢



FAGE 14

9 1059

L
(el

[

FAX:1 58

MAR-19-2003 WED 10:44 AM FROM:FRA ENGINEERING

SIGN-IN SHEET

BROOKS LANDING DEVELOPMENT PROJECT

February 6, 2003

Name Address

\&&\\PAN&R\A\@\ —

S G ytleon S

Phone Number

email address

Q3



PAGE 15

59 1059

oy

FROM:FRA ENGINEERING FAX:1 585

MAR-19-2003 WED 10:44 AM

SIGN-IN SHEET

BROOKS LANDING DEVELOPMENT PROJECT
February 6, 2003

Name Address Phone Number

g&m& \gl

email address

gil

ERic Thohsen)

lewoo IIP B

T heszecas [) ot S

Dawo tree. oy . '.

bace Borces R RS

dhetie Ly A e
Rmifi\ ne..

oA D @wl _'

AOe:« + Wna\.\\ﬁ\ﬁ Loten e

Ellf’ll

Ge



PAGE 16

FAX:1 585 359 1059

MAR-19-2003 WED 10:45 AN FROM:FRA ENGINEERING

SIGN-IN SHEET

BROOKS LANDING DEVELOPMENT PROJECT
February 6, 2003

Name Address Phene Number email address

Soho law iy
ﬁ@ﬁ%ﬁﬁ§§

(Danrd [Harris

Q@ m? Q%EE%

:,:\?md }P\K\\WW%%\
Bz ML
Sty Chen it

\&iﬁ&§§§PhﬂllilF
Vierper Sriry- _ R

4 Y “«w\mm

i
g !

v

S&




PAGE 17

FAX:1 585 359 1059

MAR-19-2003 WED 10:45 AN FROM:FRA ENG!NEERING

SIGN-IN SHEET

BROOKS LANDING DEVELOPMENT PROJECT
February 6, 2003

- Address : Phone Number

email address

wmfh&%

&w m\\\g
ooy B
GIOVENISOYE  — — T

seqn M. e, G S
@64 % mrﬁ SSC\ ..(




PAGE 18

FAX:1 585 359 1059

MAR-19-2003 WED 10:45 AN FROM:FRA ENGINEERING

Address

SIGN-IN SHEET

BROOKS LANDING DEVELOPMENT PROJECT
February 6, 2003

Phone Number

email address




PAGE 19

FAX:1 585 359 1059

MAR-19-2003 WED 10:46 AM FROM:FRA ENGINEERING

SIGN-IN SHEET

BROOKS LANDING DEVELOPMENT PROJECT
February 6, 2003

Name Address Phone Number email address

[rene .ﬂu% I’ k. Y
n@i %;\gx&\v

7D ;midm\m

\Ucwoﬁz Sch E..:m {
T el Toidhe || e ll B S TR

Gl ,\ﬁggw Vi T s

&%3 & FReven

Ty n Jeclodie ..
\




MINUTES

BROOKS LANDING URBAN RENEWAL
T-003-02-03/M-002-02-03

CITY PLANNING COMMISSION

Mr. Rick Rynski presented the application to the Planning Commission on February 24,
2003.

| am Rick Rynski, Senior Economic Development Specialist for the City's Economic
Development Department, speaking on behalf of the Project Partners’ for the Brooks

Landing Urban Renewal Project.

With me tonight are representatives of Sector 4 Community, as well as some project
consultants, Bergmann Associates: Jim Durfee, John Schirmer and Brian Burri and

Costich Engineers:Paul Collucci.

| am here tonight to propose the zoning text and map amendments of existing C-2 and
open space, the area of Brooks Avenue and Genesee Street to Brooks Landing Urban

Renewal district.

| know everybody has a copy of the proposal. If | can draw your attention to the exhibits
at the back, the exhibits 1, 2 and 3. This is the entire proposed Urban Renewal district
for the project. As you can see, it is broken up into three subareas.

Subarea 1 consists of private development of hotel and restaurant site and public
waterfront. Subarea 2 will be for a 25,000 sq. ft. office/retail and parking. Subarea 3 is
broken up into various renovation and infill development sites. Specifically subarea 3A,
the first 2 properties north of Brooks Avenue for renovation and demolition. And
subarea 3B are city owned vacant lands for new mixed use and infill development.

That is a very brief description of the project. | can also take your attention to exhibit B
of the plan. | am sure most of you are aware of the project. That had a long history
and evolution. We are trying to revitalize an important and unique area within the City.
Unique in that it is a neighborhood commercial area that is adjacent to Genesee River.
As you can see, it is mostly City owned land that is vacant. That is a big factor in our

proposal here.

| can take you to Exhibit C, Land Use map. We have three land uses within the
proposed Urban Renewal district. In subarea 1, except for the land along the river, we
are designating it as a Riverfront Commercial area. To the east of that is the open

space land use area.

In subareas 2 and 3, we are proposing as neighborhood commercial area. The
neighborhood commercial area is based on C-1 zoning, in the new Zoning Code, with
the exceptions outlined in the renewal plan. The riverfront commercial land use is
based on C-2 zoning. The open space proposed for the public promenade, boat
landing will remain as open space in the current Zoning Code.
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BROOKS LANDING URBAN RENEWAL
T-003-02-03/M-002-02-03

Page 2

| will be happy to take any questions.
Patrick: Explain what is going on with Plymouth Avenue.

Rynski: On the map to my left here indicates public improvement/street
modifications that are required to accommodate this new project. On the
Brooks Avenue, we are going to realign the Brooks Avenue/Genesee
Street intersection. At the southern end of the project, we are looking at
linking S. Plymouth Avenue as it runs through the park into the project

site.

Patrick: In other words, S. Plymouth Avenue would not be a direct thru as it is
now, correct?

Rynski: Correct.

PERSONS IN FAVOR

Rosemary Dew : | live on Congress Avenue and | have lived in the 19th Ward for 18
1/2 years. | am also an employee of the University of Rochester.

I can also tell you that in the last 18 1/2 years, | have rented rooms in my home to
graduate students, professors and research associates who visit U of R. There is a
great need for short term and long term housing when these visitors come, mostly from
foreign countries. They need a place to live on a temporary basis. They don’t have a
car. They are limited in their funding. They need to walk back and forth to the
University. Unfortunately many people at the university always think, don’t go to the
19th Ward, there is nothing to do, there is no place to go, there is no shopping, there is
not anything.

Because | am on campus, | interact with undergraduates and graduates. One of the big

things they say is that there is no good place to eat, there is no place to do any
—————-shopping-fight-in-the-area-—All-they-will-have-to-do-is-walk-across the bridge-and there
we will be. The opportunities for growth in the 19th Ward would be positive with this

Brooks Landing because you are going to have a lot of people coming from across the

river. Even during summer when we don’t have classes in session, there are also a lot

of groups that come to the university, stay on campus. We have a lot of research going

on at U of R. We have the potential of people coming over to shop. We have the

potential of upgrading our neighborhood. | am in favor of this project. I'd like to see it

come to fruition.

Adam McFadden (Support): I am Adam McFadden, a resident of 74 Marlborough
Road, President of the 19th Ward Association, Treasurer of Sector 4 CDC, member of
Business & Economic Development Committee of Common Council of Sector 4.
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I'am in full support of this project. This project started 20 years ago, in 1983. Twenty
years ago, | was playing little league baseball in that same park. No one would think at
12 that | would be up here giving this presentation.

In 1983, the Genesee South River Corridor Plan was approved. The plan called for by-
pass on both sides of the river, 600 units of housing on west bank, pedestrian bridge
connecting both sides and also commercial development on Brooks/Genesee. |
remember it vividly because in 1984, there were talks about McDonald being out there.
Because me and my friends would always ride our bikes on the ElImwood Avenue
bridge up to Mt. Hope to McDonald's because that was the year they had the Olympics
promotion going on and we would always win the Big Macs.

In 1991 the pedestrian bridge was constructed at Brooks Avenue. B & L gave the funds
for the park on the east side. The rest of the project was not completed.

tn 1994, the U of R and the city agreed each to contribute $1.2 million to fund the
development of the Brooks/Genesee project.

In 1995, Crista Corporation signs on as a developer. In 1996 Crista Corporation is
unable to achieve 50% commitment to retail space. Did not get bank funding, leaves
the project. Property options expire. In 1997, U of R graduate students complete
marking plans for Brooks Landing. Also in 1997 Sector 4 CDC was formed.

To break away from the history, we were surprised by this as a community because
many people may not know we are considered most racially and economically diverse
neighborhood in the state. The highest concentration of PhD’s and graduate
professionals that are African American in the whole state are in our neighborhood. |
am very surprised that they could not find someone to be interested in our
neighborhood.

Here we are 2003, at the table. Bills have been put into place in the Senate asking for
alienation of the parkland so that we can get this started. And overtime, we have heard
--from_few_people.who have some_concerns_saying.that they were_not notified. Butfor20
years, residents have met, specifically in 1999, 2000 and 2001. There were public
forums open to the entire community at the Genesee Baptist Church and at St.
Monica’s where people had a chance to express their concerns. Another concern we
had was that the university was forcing it on us. The University was not forcing it on us
because it was not their ideas first. It came from the residents. We approached the
University to become a stake holder. Another concern was that the University was
going to make all the money from this. Well, this development is slated to provide
about 225 jobs in the area where residents will have the opportunity to apply for.

One resident said that there was a rare bird living in a tree and that there will be a tree
loss and that the bird will be extinct. Let me say that our community is an extinct
community given the economic situation right now. Thank you.
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Hanif Abdul-Waitid : | live at 630 Melville Street. | am the Secretary for the
Sector 4 CDC. The economic health of the southwest depends on this major
development. For the last 20 years, stores have closed in the southwest and
developers have shunned coming into the southwest to develop anything.

The hotel complex will bring outside dollars into the local economy. And other
businesses in the area will benefit from the additional customer base we hope this

project will generate.

Our vision is a thriving community of locally owned business and residents committed to
enhancing the quality of life in Sector 4 by creating and maintaining vital vibrant
commercial corridors.

This project is key for the development of southwest. We hope that this project will
become a reality.

Jim Candella: A member of the Genesee Business Association. | am
representing the Association. We support the application; this is our project. We have
been participants in the NBN public meetings that have shaped the Brooks Landing
project over the last several years. This includes the design charrette in 1999-2000 and
Genesee Visioning Workshops in 2002.

Our economic survival depends on this project. This projects reverses decades of
disinvestment in the southwest Rochester.

The Genesee Corridor Business Association strongly advocates the long awaited
Brooks Landing Urban Renewal district.

Robert Krause: I am Associate Vice President for Public Relations at the University
of Rochester.

——We-at-the-University-have watched with-great continuing interest development plans for-. .

the Brooks Landing Project. The project can indeed be a significant change agent for
economic base for the 19th Ward. We have participated in the discussions about the
project over a long period of time because it is important to the 19th Ward, the Sector 4
and the City of Rochester.

We are glad to see it moving towards fruition. The University has a continuing
commitment to be the anchor/tenant for the retail office building. Further, the developer
of the hotel has been in touch with various offices of the University o get a sense of the
ongoing demand for rooms from university visitors.



MINUTES

BROOKS LANDING URBAN RENEWAL
T-003-02-03/M-002-02-03

Page 5

The project is not being done for the University. But visitors to the University are
important to the project viability. Our faculty, staff and student population should help to
sustain the restaurant business and other businesses.

Ellen Serianni : I live at 154 Brooks Avenue. The benefits we are going to get from
the project outweighs lose of any of the existing uses. Some people are concerned
about the increase in traffic but | would rather have auto traffic that the drug traffic that
is going on right now. | have rented my properties to U of R students and they have
been good tenants. | think our neighborhood will die without this project.

Victoria Simmons: I live at 164 Millbank Street. The reason why | bought my
house is because | was told that this project was going to happen. That time | didn’t
have gray hair, now | just have to go to blonde just to keep things under control. | like
this to happen during my life time. It is a win win situation for everybody.

Josanne Reaves: | reside at 750 Thurston Road. Over the past 10 years, the
southwest community has worked to build a strong relationship between Sector 4 and U
of R. U of R is the only college left with the Main Campus still left in Rochester. About
800 students and another 800 faculty and staff live in our neighborhood.

The Sector 4 CDC has been a driving force behind this project.

John Lightfoot: | am newly elected Sector 4 President. The process has been
long. We need to move this project forward.

John Borek: I am resident of Melrose Street. | am also the past president of the
19th Ward Community Association. | am the President elect of the Sector 4 Common
Council and | am board member of the CDC.

This is an extraordinary community, a community that measures its patient, devotion
and commitment interms of decades. There were some previous comments about Carr

--Pharmacy which was at the.corner.of Brooks.and-Genesee.Carr Pharmacy wasa - ..

business that existed about 30 years ago. That was the last time that we had
appropriate face on our community. When | moved into the neighborhood 20 years
ago, that building was aiready a convenience store in which the owner kept a gun

posted at the cash register.

Not since days of Carr Pharmacy has the Brooks/Plymouth/Genesee area had a
symbol to represent the richness of the community. The Brooks Avenue Corridor is the
single most important entry to our neighborhood. It should define who we are.

We now have a corridor that identifies us with the word ghetto. In fact, it encourages
the world beyond our boundaries to see us as a community of dilapidated buildings and
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abandoned lots. It is a source of immense frustration to thousands of families that
there is no way to see the truth and beauty of our neighborhood that lies beyond this

gateway. We now have hope.

Tony Davis: | am Sector 4 CDC staff person. The Brooks Landing project will be great
addition to Sector 4 community. It will be anchor to spur the revitalization of the Brooks

Urban Village in general.
There were no speakers in opposion.

Hearing closes

g:carolyn\justus\brooksla.min
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GOOD NEWS for GENESEE ST.

Brought to you by the Genesee Corridor Business Association
“Businesses Working Together For Genesee Street”

For information about the Genesee Corridor Business Association, call Dave Etzel. President, at 328-9746, or fax at 328-5912.

NEW PLANTERS DUE;
FLOWER DAY MAY 31

35 more flower
planters are on order
for businesses north
of Frost Ave. and
along Scottsville
Road. A community
flower planting day is
planned May 31.

With a total of 74
planters, many more hands will be
needed this year! If you, your church,
youth group, business, etc., want to help
this year, please call Dave Etzel at 328-
9746, or leave a message with Sector 4
Community Development at 328-5750.

City of Rochester Offers
BUSINESS ASSISTANCE

The Economic Development
A Department’s Business

q Assistance Program  offers
?A support to strengthen small

® businesses. It provides one-
on-one help to best use resources and

improve decisions. Five modules are
offered.

PC hardware, software, 50/50, $2000
Accounting & Tax practices
Operations Evaluation

Advertising, 50/50, $5,000 max.
Store layout, design, merchandising,
50750, $2000 max.

Start-up and established, retail and select
consumer services are eligible. There is
a $50 fee for each module.

Call the City at 428-6042 for details, or
call Sector 4 Community Development
at 328-5750.

CALL 911 FOR STREET VICE

Street vice hurts our businesses and our
community. Police are committed to
help. Call instantly if dealers appear.

Brooks Landing Waterfront Plans Will
Spark Genesee Street Revitalization

Mayor Johnson’s recent “State of the City” address confirmed
plans to revitalize the Genesee St. commercial area between
Cottage St. and Congress Ave.

Along the Genesee River, behind the current NET office, the
Brooks Landing development will begin this summer. On Feb.
24 the City Planning Commission approved plans discussed at
the Feb. 6 public meeting in St. Monica Church.

GENESEE RIVER

In the rebuilding of an “urban village”, several companion projects are included.
* A community waterfront promenade linked to the comer of Genesee St.
¢ A 100-room hotel and restaurant to bring new customers to our businesses.
¢ A new retail and office building on the east side of Genesee at Brooks.
* Renovation and mixed-use projects on the west side of Genesee at Brooks.
* Added parking for businesses, plus new turn lanes and traffic signals.
* $30,000 exterior improvement grants for existing area businesses.
© A national variety store at the corner of Seward St., replacing Super Duper.

» An attractive new Urban League residential development will replace 3
abandoned 700-block buildings to be razed shortly.

Brooks Landing, with its combination of private and public investment, has the
potential to spark the commercial revitalization so long overdue for the
businesses and residents along the Genesee corridor.

Good News for Genesee Street is published with technical support from Sector 4 Community Development Corp.. and copying support from the SW Community Center.
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REDLANDS CA 92374

SHEPARD WILLIAM JR
AR N

ROCHESTER NY 14624

18 428 B804z e

SHIRLEY MICHAEL
SEuEEEEE

ROCHESTER NY 14611

SHOEMAKER JON & MARY

SECERESE Bl
ROCHESTER NY 14611

SINGLETARY LAROND
v

ROCHESTER NY 14611

SKIRMENT RODNEY M

ROCHESTER NY 14611

SMITH JAMES D JR

Lo
ROCHESTER NY 14611

SMITH KIMBERLY K

ROCHESTER NY 14619

SNEAD WALTER P/LISAT

ROCHESTERNY 14619

SPEARS VERA C

L
WAYLAND NY 14572

SPELMAN WILLIAM & CYNTHIA 443

N

TROUTVILLE VA 24175

SPINKS JOHN W Il
L
ROCHESTER NY 14619

&




e oy b D Dok

STALEY ARTHURR

ROCHESTER NY 14611

STARBIRD JON KENT/BARBARA 921

ROCHESTER NY 14611

STOCKMASTER RICHARD & PATRI}6

ROCHESTER NY 14611

STROUD CARLOS R JR & PATRIC35 G)

ROCHESTER NY 14611

SUTTON ALTONM & NETTIEM 47 Tt

ROCHESTER NY 14619

SWANTON STEPHEN E
ROCHESTER NY 14611

SWEENEY CHRISTOPHER & GINGE! L

ROCHESTER NY 14611

SZKARADEK ANTONI/RICHARDSONP
L]

COLUMBIA SC 29211

SZYCHNEYDE P
GEECERE BT |
PITTSFORD NY 14534

LOR RONALD
ROCHESTER NY 14619

TERRELL ROBERT A IR

ROCHESTER NY 14611

THE TRUE SAINTS TEMPLE OF TPO B

ROCHESTER NY 14603

THEIL WAYNE F & OSB ER MART1624

PITTSFORD NY 14534

THOMSEN ERIC H & MARGARET M6!

PITTSFORD NY 14534

TIRADO MARIA

ROC - 14611

TISDELL NORMAN

L
ROCHESTER NY 14611

TURLEY M VIRGIN{A
4

SWAIN NY 14884

TURNER ROBERT E & DEWEY DEALS:
CraRTETTBD

ROCHESTER NY 14619

TWICHELL RICHARD

L ]
ROCHESTER NY 14611

ULOTH MYRSIA K
ROCHESTER NY 14611

713 428 e042 1w &

UNDERHILL PAMEL A

ROCHESTER NY 14611

VENN MARGARET O

HARVEYS LAKE PA 1861%

WALKER BERSHON

l

ROCHESTER NY 14624

WASHINGTON KATHLEEN/SUO] 1 AY;

ROCHESTER NY 14611

WEAVER JERALD L

ROCHESTER NY 14611

WELLING KATHLEEN

l

ROCHESTER NY 14611

WEYL AARON

ROCHESTER NY 14611

WHITE ROBERT & TAMMY [

ROCHESTER NY 14611

WHITFIELD ZEPHANIAH

ROCHESTER NY 14611

WHITTLE LINDA A

|

ROCHESTER NY 14611




Tao—tlm=ws i 1el DSkM T1E 428 S042;# 10

WILLIAMS CATHERINE L YOUNG JOSEPH C
L
ROCHESTER NY 14619 ROCHESTER NY [4611]

WILLIAMS ER 1 YOUNG PAUL WM
e )

ROCHESTER NY 14611 ROCHESTER NY 14611
WILLIAMS JONATHAN/LAVERNE 29!  ZAKARIA JOHN M JR
EREureETR

ROCHESTER NY 14611 ROCHESTER NY 14611
WILLIAMS PAULINE P ZIMMERMAN CHARLES L & JO
m EmnTEETy

ROCHESTER NY 14611 ROCHESTER NY 14611

WILLIS GEORGE ZINGO FRANK J JR
EmsoEEtEEen Lo Y
ROCHESTER NY 14611 SPENCERPORT NY 14559

WILSON HAROLD E & GEORGIA 199
ROCH NY 14611

WILSON MARY B
e ataa ]
ROCHESTER NY 14611

WILSON WILLIAM S
R

Sl iadaRagD
ROCHESTER NY 14611

WRAY SHEILLA

ROCHESTER NY 14611

GHT ELISABETHR

ROCHESTER NY 14611

ToTAL P.18




FROM @ 19th WARD COMMUNITY ASSN PHONE NO. @ 716 3286571

SARAH LYNN HIGLEY
CHRIS HICKEY
E

ROCHESTER, NY 14619

CHRISTOPHER HOOLIHAN

ROCHESTER, NY 14618

MARY INGRAM

ROCHESTER, NY 14619

LISA JADWIN
STEVE DERNE

E
ROCHESTER, NY 14613

DAVID B. JONES

GERRREETEEN D
ROCHESTER, NY 14619

SUE KAUFMAN

CEREERESERRE T

ROCHESTER, NY 14619

DOROTHY KINNEY

HENOCORNEEED
ROCHESTER, NY 14619

DAVID L. KITTREDGE
JONR. FLINT

ROCHESTER, NY 14618

RICHARD KNIGHT
MARCIA KNIGHT

S ERESERED .
ROCHESTER, NY 14619

GLADYS E.LAMB

ROCHESTER, NY 14618

DEC-16-2883 13:@6

ANN HILL
ANDRE HILL

ROCHESTER, NY 14619

JOYCE HORSTMAN

ROCHESTER, NY 14619

MERCELLE B. JACKSON

AOSWEERIG TR

ROCHESTER, NY 14819

CAMERON S. JOHNSONM

CEPISERED
ROCHESTER, NY 14619

METRO JUSTICE
1R
ROCHESTER, NY 14618

MARK KEEFE

CNeeRRkENEp
ROCHESTER, NY 14619

CAROL KITCHEN
SHELLY COCHRAN

SERUGRREERIR
ROCHESTER, NY 14619

MICHAEL KLLC
ADRIENNE KLLC

Lo
ROCHESTER, NY 14519

JAMES KRAUS
ELAINE KRAUS

GRS
ROCHESTER, NY 14819

BOB LARTER
DIANE LARTER

GomTmmnar
ROCHESTER, NY 14619

716 3286571 Sex

Dec. 16 2083 82:22Pn Fe2

NANCY S. HOLM
Lo i s )
@EEEEgItR, NY 14619

MRS. PETER IANNINI

L
ROCHESTER, NY 14618

KEITH JACKSON

ROCHESTER, NY 1461

MULLICENT JOHNSTON

CEIREENDOEIR T
ROCHESTER, NY 14619

LAURIE KAPUSCINSK!I
TiM TATAKIS

ROCHESTER, NY 14619

ED KESSLER
MARCY KESSLER

GRBERLANS
ROCHESTER, NY 14619

ERNEST KITTELBERGER
PAULA KITTELBERGER

GEEEER
ROCHESTER, NY 14618

KIMBERLY KLLC DiPIETRO
TONY DIPIETRO

A RNERESTREE]
ROCHESTER, NY 14618

JOHN LAING
KATHY KING

Co e A
ROCHESTER, NY 14619

VIRGINIA LAY

ROCHESTER, NY 14619

P.82




FROM : 19tk WARD COMMUNITY ASSN

DORIS GALLAGHER
JOHN GALLAGHER

ROCHESTER, NY 14619

ROBERT GAULDIN
BARBARA GAULDIN

|

ROCHESTER, NY 14619

GIL TEGG'S SUPER
SERVICE

ROCHESTER, NY 14819

COLLEEN M. GORDON ,DDS

ROCHESTER, NY 14619

ALFRED GRANTHAM
W AGURNESRIEAD

ROCHESTER, NY 14619

ARTHUR J GUEST,DDS

ROCHESTER, NY 14619

ARPAD HAJDUFI

ROCHESTER, NY 14613

THOMAS HARTMAN

ROCHESTER, NY 14619

ELIZABETH HEAVEY

ROCHESTER, NY 14619

ELIZABETH HEMPHILL

ROCHESTER. NY 14639

DEC-16-20@83 13:87

PHONE ND. : 716 3286571

WILLIAM GALLOWAY
BEVERLY GALLOWAY

ROCHESTER, NY 146138

JANET GIBBS

ROCHESTER, NY 14618

ROGER L. GILCHRIST

ROCHESTER, NY 14619

ROBERT GRAHAM

ROCHESTER, NY 14618

COCHRAN GRAPHIC DESIGNS

ROCHESTER, NY 14818

FRED HAGEN
SUSAN HAGEN

ROCHESTER, NY 14618

JOHN HAMLIN
JOLINE HAMLIN

ROCHESTER, NY 14619

WILLIAM HAYES
DEBORAH HAYES

ROCHESTER, NY 14613

RACHAEL HEDDING

ROCHESTER, NY 14619

JEAN HENDERSON

ROCHESTER NY 38539

716 3286571 g7

Dec. 16 2883 82:23Pm P3

DANIEL GARVIN

ROCHESTER, NY 14619

DOUGLAS GIEBEL
CHARLOTTE GIEBEL

ROCHESTER, NY 14618

OUR LADY OF GOOD COUNSEL
CHURCH
T

ROCHESTER, NY 14619

EUGENE GRAHAM
DOROTHY GRAHAM

ROCHESTER, NY 14618

ANGLE GRASSI

CEERNEALORESIREET
ROCHESTER, NY 14619

PATRICIA HAGERMAN
CINDY JONES

ROCHESTER, NY 14618

HUNT'S HARDWARE

!

ROCHESTER, NY 14615

STEPHEN HEALEY

ROCHESTER NY, 14 14618

HARRIET HELLER
DAVE LARSON

ROCHESTER, NY 14619

MRS. BETTE HIGHLAND

PRASTERC W 1lsts.

P.a3




FROM @ 19th WARD COMMUNITY ASSN

PADRAIC COLLINS-BOHRER
EEEREERETON AERUE

ROCHESTER, NY 14518

CHRISTINE CORRADO

ROCHESTER, NY 14518

THE CREATOR'S HANDS

ROCHESTER, NY 14619

JOHN DE MOTT
JO ANN DE MOTT

ROCHESTER, NY 14618

DANIEL DEMARLE
JOANNE DEMARLE

ROCHESTER, NY 14619

ETTA DIXON
NORMAN DIXON

ROCHESTER, NY 14619

EBENEZER
BAPTIST CHURCH

ROCHESTER, NY 14618

DONNA ESSEGIAN

ROCHESTER, NY 14619

HOUPPERT-NOBLES FAMILY

ROCHESTER, NY 14619

DE WAIN FELLER

|

ROCHESTER, NY 14619

DEC-16-20883 13:@7

PHONE NO. 7ip 3286571

DENNIS CONHEADY
SHARON A. CONHEADY

ROCHESTER, NY 14618

WILLIAM COSTELLO
CAROL COSTELLO

ROCHESTER, NY 14619

JAMES CROWLEY
PLUMBING & HEATING

ROCHESTER, NY 14619

BERNARD DECXER

ROCHESTER, NY 14619

LARRY DENK
MAUREEN MC DONALD

ROCHESTER, NY 14618

TIMOTHY DRISCOLL
BRENDA DRISCOLL

ROCHESTER, NY 14613

DR. JUDOY EGELSTON-DODD

ROCHESTER, NY 14519

CAL FAIRCHILD
AMY PIEPENBURG

ROCHESTER, NY 14619

JACQUELINE FARRELL

ROCHESTER, NY 14619

ROGER FENUKU

ROCHESTER, NY 14619

716 32B6571 e

Dec. 16 2883 82:23FN 4

FRANK COOK
GERALDINE COOK

ROCHESTER, NY 14619

RAYMOND COTRONEOQ

ROCHESTER, NY 14618

RUTH DAWEON

ROCHESTER, NY 14619

RICHARD DelANEY
FAMILY

|

ROCHESTER, NY 14819

ANTHONY DIPIETRO

ROCHESTER, NY 14618

BRUCE DUNN
SUSAN DUNN

ROCHESTER, NY 14618

KAREN EMERSON
BEN EMERSON

ROCHESTER, NY 14618

FAITH TEMPLE
APOSTOLIC CHURCH

ROCHESTER, NY 14619

RICHARD FASSE
JEAN DOUTHWRIGHT FASSE

ROCHESTER, NY 14619

BRAD FILES
KAREN FILES

ROCHESTER, NY 14619




FROM : 19tk WARD COMMUNITY ASSN

JOHN BOUTET
MARIAN BOUTET

ROCHESTER, NY 14619

CAROLYN BRADDOCK

ROCHESTER, NY 14618

GARTH BROKAW
TR RS
ROCHESTER, NY 14619

RICHARD BUCKLEY
DIANE BUCKLEY

ROCHESTER, NY 14618

MR. ROBERT H. BURRIS
MRS.. ROBERT H. BURRIS

ROCHESTER, NY 14618

MR. MALIK B. BUTLER

ROCHESTER, NY 14619

REV. PETER J.B. CARMAN
REV. LYNN CARMAN BODDEN

ROCHESTER, NY 14819

CHAPELL'S

ROCHESTER, NY 14619

KIM CHING CHINESE RESTURANT

ROCHESTER, NY 14619

FLOWER CITY SCHOOL
#54 SCHOOL

ROCHESTER, NY 14618

DEC-16-2083 13:88

PHONE NO. :© 716 32B6571
LOUISE BOWERS
EEREERNOCTREE:

ROCHESTER, NY 14619

Ms. PANDORA BRINKLEY

ROCHESTER, NY 148619

CHARLOTTE BRUCE

ROCHESTER, NY 14819

DONALD BULMER

ROCHESTER, NY 14619

STEVE BURROWS
DEBORAH BURROWS

ROCHESTER, NY 14619

CAROL COSTELLO
WILLIAM COSTELLO

ROCHESTER. NY 14619

HAL CARTER
ELISE CARTER

ROCHESTER, NY 14619

KATHLEEN B. CHAPMAN

ROCHESTER, NY 14618

MEGIDDO CHURCH

ROCHESTER, NY 14618

WILLIAM CLARK
SHIRL CLARK

ROCHESTER, NY 14618

716 3286571 97%

Dec. 16 2003 82:24PM PS

JANE BRABAND
LYNN BRABAND

ROCHESTER, NY 14618

BERTHA BRINKLEY

ROCHESTER, NY 14619

CHUCK BRUGGER
MICHELLE BRUGGER

ROCHESTER, NY 14618

MRS. HELEN BURNS

ROCHESTER, NY 14613

AUGUSY BUSCH
HILDEGARDE BUSCH

|

ROCHESTER, NY 14619

MARILYN CARLSON
CYRIL KASTNER

ROCHESTER, NY 14519

MARILYN CATHERINE

ROCHESTER, NY 14619

MR. & MRS. CHARLES CHESNA

ROCHESTER, NY 14618

EMMAMUEL CHURCH OF THE DEAF

ROCHESTER, NY 14618

IONE COLLINS
E
ROCHESTER, NY 14618

P.85




FROM : 19tk WARD COMMUNITY RSSN

LOUISE SLAUGHTER

ROCHESTER, NY 14614

MENEZES' PIZZA,LTD.

REBREERE

ROCHESTER, NY 14617

VINCE MARTIN

ROCHESTER, NY 14618

WILLIAM ALEXSON
CHLOE ALEXSON

ROCHESTER, NY 14619

LELAND ATKINSON lil
DEBORAH A. WIGHT

T
ROCHESTER, NY 14618

WILLIEAN BANKS

ROCHESTER, NY 14619

DAVID BARTLETT
JEANNE A. BARTLETT

ROCHESTER, NY 14619

DEBORAH BEAROSLEE
ERIC VAN DUSEN

ROCHESTER, NY 14818

|

SUSAN BENTLEY

ROCHESTER, NY 14618

CHAD BIROSH

ROCHESTER, NY 14619

DEC-16-2003 13:@8

PHONE NO. @ 716 3286571

WXXI TV
ATTN: ALISSA MARRA

SRR
ROCHESTER, NY 14614

JORDON DANIEL

EERENERR T
ROCHESTER, NY 14618

PRINCIPAL #16 SCHOOL

ROCHESTER, NY 14619

ARNETT
BRANCH LIBRARY

ROCHESTER, NY 14618

VAN AYER

ROCHESTER, NY 14618

GENESEE BAPTIST CHURCH

ROCHESTER, NY 14618

ROBERT BASILE
JOAN BASILE

ROCHESTER, NY 14613

MS SABRINA N. BELL

RO R
ROCHESTER, NY 14619

CINDY J. BIDWELL-GLAZE

ROCHESTER, NY 14618

KEN BORDNER
BETTY BORDNER

ROCHESTER, NY 14619

716 3286571 g7

Dec. 16 2003 @2:24PM Fb

HARRIETT AUSTIN

ROCHESTER, NY 14615

MARTHA ELY

ROCHESTER, NY 14618

PRINCIPAL #37 SCHOOL

ROCHESTER, NY 14619

PAUL ARNOLD

ROCHESTER, NY 14619

SWEET LIFE BAKERY

ROCHESTER, NY 14619

MARIE BARKER

l

ROCHESTER, NY 14619

SHERI BATCGHELDER

ROCHESTER, NY 14619

REV. J. BRAD BENSON
DR. CARL M. JAHENGEN

ROCHESTER, NY 14618

JUDY BINDER

ROCHESTER., NY 14619

JOHN BOREK
JACQUELINE LEVINE

ROCHESTER, NY 14648

P.86




FROM @ 19th WARD COMMUNITY ASSN PHONE NO. @ 716 3286571
MARION SHARP MATTIERREE SHAW-ELLIOYT
GRS IR

ROCHESTER, NY 14811

JEANNE SLOAN

ROCHESTER, NY 14611

ST. AUGUSTINE'S
CHURCH

ROCHESTER, NY 14611

ST. STEPHEN'S
CHURCH

ROCHESTER, NY 14611

TONY THOMPSON

ROCHESTER, NY 14611

MARY WILSON

ROCHESTER, NY 14611

SWAN

ROCHESTER, NY 14611-3436

MAPLEWOOD
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION

ROCHESTER, NY 14613

DEMOCRAT & CHRONICLE
SHEILA RAYAM OUR TOWNS

ROCHESTER, NY 14614

MARK HARE
DEMOCRAT & CHRONICLE

ROCHESTER, NY 14614

DEC~16-2083 13:08

ROCHESTER, NY 14611

SOUTHWEST
FAMILY RESOURCE CENTER

ROCHESTER, NY 14611

ST. MARY'S HOSPITAL

ROCHESTER, NY 14611

CARLOS STROUD
PAT STROUD

ROCHESTER, NY 14611

DR JERALD WEAVER

ROCHESTER, NY 14611

PETER WITKOWICZ
CHARLENE WITKOWICZ

ROCHESTER, NY 14611

CHARLOTTE
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION

ROCHESTER, NY 14612

NORHTWEST
COMMUNITY SERVICES

ROCHESTER, NY 14613

CAPTAIN ROBERT DEWEY
ROCHESTER POLICE DEPT.

ROCHESTER, NY 14614

MAYOR'S OFFICE
CITY HALL

ROCHESTER, NY 14614

716 3286571

Dec. 16 2083 @2:25PM P7?

MARY B. SHOEMAKER

ROCHESTER NY 14611

SPREADING THE GOOD NEWS
MINISTRIES

ROCHESTER, NY 14611

SCHOOL ST. MONICA'S

ROCHESTER, NY 14611

WILLIAM SULLIVAN
BARBARA SULLIVAN

ROCHESTER, NY 14611

WEST AVENUE
METHODIST CHURCH

ROCHESTER, NY 14611

HEALTH REACH
UNITY HEALTH SYSTEM

ROCHESTER, NY 14611-3201

PAUL ANASTASI
BUREAU OF RECREATION

ROCHESTER, NY 14613

MARY ELLEN ARCH
OUR TOWN EDITOR/D&C

ROCHESTER, NY 14614

CENTER FOR DISPUTE
SETTLEMENT

'
|
i

ROCHESTER, NY 14614

GENESEE SECTION POLICE DEPT.

ROCHESTER, NY 14614

P.a?




FROM : 19tk WARD COMMUNITY ASSN

BRUCE FRIDD
CHAROLETTE W. FRIDD

|

ROCHESTER, NY 14611

ROCHESTER FIRE DEPT.
GENESEE STREET

ROCHESTER, NY 14611

D &L GROCERIES

COEAENESERSTRED

ROCHESTER, NY 14611

DAVID M. HAWKES

ROCHESTER, NY 14611

LAWRENCE JONES
VERA VERSTEEG

|

ROCHESTER, NY 14611

LILLIE LECKINGER

ROCHESTER, NY 14611

JAMES MADISON
SCHOOL OF EXCELLENCE

ROCHESTER, NY 14611

TERESA O'CONNOR

l

ROCHESTER, NY 14611

DWIGHT RHODES
UNITY HEALTH SYSTEM

|

ROCHESTER, NY 14611

NADIA SANTOS
CORD. MOBIL MEDICAL UNIT

ROCHESTER, NY 14611

DEC-16-2883 13:8S

PHONE NO. : 716 3286571

JOANN GAMBLE

ROCHESTER, NY 14611

CAPT. ED GIBLIN
GENESEE SECTION POLICGE DEPT

ERENENESERSTREES

ROCHESTER, NY 14611

BRIAN GROVE
KATHY GROVE

ROCHESTER, NY 14611

WESTSIDE HEALTH SERVICE

ROCHESTER, NY 14611

RUTH KANE

ROCHESTER, NY 14611

LIBRARIAN
WILSON MAGNET §CHOOL

ROCHESTER, NY 14611

N.E.T. OFFiCE

ROCHESTER, NY 14611

JEFFREY PUNTON

ROCHESTER, NY 14611

MADELINE RUTLEDGE

"ROCHESTER, NY 14611

WILLIAM SCOTT
RUTH SCOTT

SEEEIREERETE
ROCHESTER, NY 14611

716 3286571 7%
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ROCHESTER FIRE DEPT.
GARDINER STREET

SEGARDINERSIRESTS
ROCHESTER, NY 14611

GORDON D. GILKES

EGTENESEETRCEl
ROCHESTER, NY 14611

WILLIAM HABECKER

ROCHESTER, NY 14611

JEFFERSON AVENUE CHILDHOOD
DEVELOPMENT CENTER

ROCHESTER, NY 14611

GLENN LEAVY

ROCHESTER, NY 14611

MRS. PATRICIA LIMA

ROCHESTER, NY 14611

WILLIAM NICHTHAUSER

ROCHESTER, NY 14611

DANFORTH RECREATION CENTER

ROCHESTER, NY 14611

SALVATION ARMY

ROCHESTER, NY 14611

SECTOR 4 CDBC

ROCHESTER, NY 14611

P.o8




FROM @ 19tk WARD COMMUNITY ASSN

PRINCIPAL #44 SCHOOL

SR REGE
ROCHESTER, NY 14611

DAVID ARES
ELIZABETH ARES

ROCHESTER, NY 14511

BOYS & GIRLS

CLuB
ERETENESEESTREET

ROCHESTER, NY 14611

DOROTHY CARROLL

ROCHESTER, NY 14511

MARY CLARKE
JOHN CLARKE

ROCHESTER, NY 14611

BRIAN CURRAN

G RN
ROCHESTER, NY 14611

JANE DE LUCA
PETER EISENSTADT

ROCHESTER, NY 14611

ANNE MARIE DININO

ROCHESTER, NY 14611

MARIA ELMER

ROCHESTER, NY 14611

JEFFERSON AVE. FAMILY
LEARNING CENTER

TR REr

ROCHESTER, NY 14611

DEC-16-2003 13:83

PHONE NO. @ 716 3286571

RACHEL ABLOW

L
ROCHESTER, NY 14611

BELLE BARG
LEE BARG

ROCHESTER, NY 14611

HUGH BRANTLEY
SHEILA DRISCOLL

SEARVINEBARNY
ROCHESTER, NY 14611

DOROTHY CARROLL
WILLIAM CARROLL
Lo
ROCHESTER, NY 14611

ERLEEN R. COMBS

ROCHESTER, NY 14611

JIM BALBERTH
GOODS SPORTING

ROCHESTER, NY 14611

MARGARET DENHAM

EETR
ROCHESTER, NY 14611

CHURCH OF DIVINE INSPIRATION

CERERETON STRERS

ROCHESTER, NY 14611

TiM EYGABROAD
JENNIFER HORN

Lo e ]

ROCHESTER, NY 14611

ROCHESTER FIRE DEPARTMENT
GARDINER STREET
L g
ROCHESTER, NY 14611

716 3286571 7%

Dec. 16 28@3 82:26PM PS

AENON
TS TCHURBH

ROCHESTER, NY 14811

SHEILA BAZIL

ROCHESTER, NY 145611

SHEILA CAHILL

ROCHESTER, NY 14511

SHARON HUMBERT CLARK

ROCHESTER, NY 14611

EMILYE CROSBY
KATHLEEN CONNELLY

L
ROCHESTER, NY 14611

PAMELA DAUB

EEONCRERSTVENDE
ROCHESTER, NY 14611

MS. DAWN DIGIOVANNI

Ly
ROCHESTER, NY 14611

ANDREW M. DIXON

ROCHESTER, NY 14611

MR. MICHAEL FABIANO, MANAGER
TOPS FOOD MARKET

ROCHESTER, NY 14611

JOYCE FLESCH

SRR

ROCHESTER, NY 14611

P.@S
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AL SETTE ELIZABETH KAMPCIK ADAIR JENSEN
KATHY SETTE et SEEEaTuRE T
L0EDRIDEERETE S. COLTON, NY 13687 HENRIETTA, NY 14467

EASTHAM, MA 02642

MICHAEL STEVE MITCHELL PIERSON,JR_,INC. RICHARD ROBERTS
REALTORS GERALDINE ROBERTS
PENFIELD, NY 14525 Lo s
PITTSFORD, NY 14534 PITTSFORD, NY 14534
FRANK LAMB SHARON R. LOCKMEYER ROCHESTER, NY 146
JANET LAMB 6 R

: WALWORTH, NY
VICTOR, NY 14564-8951

ROCHESTER PUBLIC LIBRARY URBAN LEAGUE OF ROCHESTER CONEA
LOCAL HISTORY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORP SIS HUDSEN AT
EECOTTAVENOL YRR T T ROCHESTER, NY 14605
ROCHESTER, NY 14604 ROCHESTER, NY 14604
DAVID GANTT DARRELL GRIGG PIO MARKETVIEW
ASSEMBLYMAN S : HEIGHTS ASSOCIATION
i ROCHESTER, NY 14605 ORFHSTR
ROCHESTER, NY 14605 ROCHESTER, NY 14605
PLANNED PARENTHOOD URBAN LEAGUE COMMON GOOD PLANNING
OF ROCHESTER OF ROCHESTER CENTER
ROCHESTER, NY 14605 ROCHESTER, NY 14605 ROCHESTER, NY 14807
RICHARD ROSEN JACK SPULA EDGERTON AREA
WRER0RRIRIEIEEER cITY NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION
ROCHESTER, NY 14607 TS
ROCHESTER, NY 14607 ROCHESTER, NY 14608
JUDITH BAKER CORNHILL MONTGOMERY
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION NEIBORHOOD CENTER

ROCHESTER, NY 14608 S
ROCHESTER, NY 14608 ROCHESTER, NY 14608

J. MAURICE KEEFE 7 NEBCA WITT REALTY
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February 18, 2004

Kevin Burns, Chief of Grants

New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation
Agency Building 1, 16th Floor

Empire State Plaza

Albany, New York 12238

Dear Mr. Burns:

Thank you for your ongoing engagement in the Brooks Landing project. As you know, the community has
waited a long time to be at this stage of development. We appreciate your scrutiny of the project because it
matches are own over the last six years.

The City recently told us that a question was raised concerning the view from the intersection of Genesee
and Brooks over to the Genesee River and the University of Rochester. This was perhaps the earliest and
most widely talked about aspect of the project--the view. In fact, it was of more concern than the reduction
of traffic on Plymouth. We addressed this early on at our first series of charrettes in 2000. The visual
connection across the river to the University is of primary importance.

It is our understanding that an idea was discussed to move the development closer to Genesee Street. This
configuration was never advocated for by any community or neighborhood group at any of the many, many
meetings we have held. We, the community, have instinctively realized that the project must be connected
to the waterfront. If it is connected to an urban street, it will overwhelm the community and detach it from
its original intention --to feature our greatest asset, the Genesee River. In this way, Brooks Landing will
introduce the commumity to both the University and Monroe County populations. The openness leading to
Brooks Landing is then, not only visual planning, but social planning as well.

We also understand that a suggestion has been made of reversing the placement of the hotel and restaurant
buildings. Along identical lines, this would interrupt the view to the river and isolate the community from
Brooks Landing. I can speak with the authority of not only the Community Development Corporation, but
as president elect of the Common Council of all Sector 4 neighborhood associations and as past president
of the largest neighborhood association, the 19th Ward Community Association, that this is a configuration
the community does not want. We are quite happy with the current design plans. We feel that it enhances
our community and gives us access to and appreciation of a wonderful river view.

Again, we thank you for your attention to the details of Brooks Landing. Hundreds of residents of this area
have also paid attention to these details and what I write has the value of
years of discussion and consensus building.

Smcerehy’” )
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April 14, 2004
Dear Mr. Bums:

As director of the economic development arm of Sector 4 and as president elect of the
Sector’s Common Council comprised of its neighborhood associations, I wish to address

several issues regarding the Brooks Landing/Brooks Urban Village project.

The community clearly understands that the intersection improvements will not result in
added congestion. Yes, we understand that volumes will be higher but the signaling will
mitigate these increases. In fact, the project would help relieve existing congestion
resulting from inadequate signals currently in use. The project would also help improve
pedestrian safety at crossings through an improved use of signaling and crosswalks. The
City has explained this to the residents in Sector 4 as well as the residents most affected
by the project through a series of community meetings. We, the community, believe all
such residents have been contacted and have had their questions answered to their

satisfaction.

Additionally, we understand that the volume of additional traffic on Genesee Street is not
sufficient to yield an audible decibel level and that the added traffic volume of 40-60%
would not result in any audible change. The City, through the public environmental
review process, has diligently informed the community of these details in very
comprehensive, yet understandable, presentations for laymen.

As you know, the community of Sector 4 and its 37,000 residents have been advocating
for this project for the last four years. We want to make it clear that the Sector 4
community has been thoroughly engaged by the City of Rochester in the planning
process, the residents have been exceedingly well informed. We hope the project will

now recetve its final approvals.

Sincerely,
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